A SYSTEM OF MAGIC,                         83

until the Devil thinks fit to clear himself of the
charge, leave it at his door, and grant that he found
the correspondence so much to his advantage, that
is to say, so much for the interest of his present un-
dertakings of another kind, that he made no scruple
of being first in the application; that he stooped
without ceremony to make the first visit, and so be-
gan the treaty afterwards in his own name.

Nor has the Devil been very nice in his subse-
quent intimacies, or in the management of the cor-
respondence after it was begun; but has on so
many occasions testified his resolution to cultivate
the friendship so (happily for him) begun, that they
found him ever after at their elbow when they had
occasion for him, and sometimes whether they had
occasion for him or no ; whether he is less kind to
their posterity, let his friends and confederates of
the present age testify.

It is true that sometimes we find, or at least they
tell us so, that he is too cunning for his correspond-
ents ; and that when he has drawn them into bar-
gains, he is not so just to his word as he should be,
or as they expected; and this brings some scandal
upon the acquaintance, as if he was not a faithful
confederate, and that he leaves his friends often In
the lurch, as he did the late famous Cartouch In
France, Jonathan Wild in England, and as he has
done the poor trooper lately at Dresden, who, they
say, he ought to have secured from the officers of
justice; and that when he had killed monsieur
Halm, the Lutheran minister, the Devil should have
given him an invisible cloak to have carried him off,
and not have left him to the mercy of the pro-
testants, after he had done him such an eminent
piece of service.

But let us bring things to a right understanding,
do Satan justice, and set the saddle upon the right
devil. In these cases, the question is not, whether